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Mafeking fall? The large majority of men and women thought  CHAP.
of nothing else.

There was an unfounded rumour though only a little ahead of
the fact, that the beloved outpost was saved. Coming out from
the old War Office in Pall Mall Chamberlain was recognised.
The word spread; a crowd surrounded him in a moment; making
a circle they sang "God save the Queen"; and the police had to
clear a way for his departure in a hansom cab. For it was still
the age of horses; and the singular vehicle which now seems pre-
historic, though Disraeli called it "the gondola of London", was
still in full vogue.

Could Baden-Powell hold out for another week? Three days of
acute suspense followed the premature jubilation in Pall Mall.
On Friday, May 17, came the news that the siege was raised.
Baden-Powell had held out for 217 days and won.

VI
London immediately went mad and went "mafficking". That
opprobrious word requires some rational consideration here.
Filled by the anti-war party with saturnalian suggestion, it was
used then and for years after to prejudice Chamberlain and the
whole spirit of Imperialism. Most foreign hostility no doubt was
quick to pounce on any cue; but even moderate opinion abroad
was led to deplore our degeneration.
Let us see what happened. By one spontaneous impulse the
whole nation and the whole race under the flag burst into re-
joicing, just as they would have done years before had Gordon
been found living at Khartum. But London went wild with a
difference. Arriving late in the evening the news spread like the
wind. Enormous crowds gathered; they seemed to rise out of the
ground; so swiftly had these dense masses swarmed by all means
of access into the main centres and thoroughfares of the metro-
polis. That night the labyrinth of London seemed to give up its
millions to view. From East End to West End, from the Bank
to Park Lane, they packed the streets with huge humanity,
cheering and singing. Sometimes under opposite pressures
immense multitudes found themselves unable to move an
inch. Again, they surged this way and that by slow degrees,